
Pfizer UK Foundation Application Guidelines and Criteria

The Pfizer UK Foundation supports equality, innovation, and community in healthcare. 
· It aims to address and decrease health inequalities by funding local, community-led interventions delivered in the form of distinct projects.  

· The Foundation does not grant money for 
· Core/capital funding, such as on-going staff costs
· building/equipment costs, 
· research projects 
· fund-raising campaigns. 
· Grants are made on a one-off basis to cover one year's funding only. Applications may be either for new projects, or for the expansion of ongoing projects (for which you should be able to demonstrate successes to date and explain the need for expansion).
 

Strong applications, will clearly demonstrate how the project will:

 

· Address a healthy inequality. The term “health inequalities” describes the different healthcare and health outcomes experienced by populations of different socio-economic status, geographic area, age, disability, gender or ethnicity. The inequality is not necessarily the difference between people who are healthy and people who are not. Strong applications should identify the particular condition or disease which affects groups unequally, and should detail how they would address it.   

· Reference the social issues that cause or compound the inequality.
· Know its method of delivery, i.e. you need to talk about what the project will actually do.  Many previous applicants provide long lists of aims and objectives and yet fail to give details of what they are actually planning to do, i.e. what they need the funding for.  For example, if your objective is to educate the local south Asian community about the risk of diabetes, how do you plan to do that, what will your project look like?

· Target a specific local area. Projects must be focused on a particular geographical area within the United Kingdom, i.e. a deprived area or a marginalised community which is affected by the health inequality. Where applicable, evidence should be provided which states why the chosen area or population suffers from a health inequality as opposed to any other area or population. 

· Identify a target group for the project. Refer to the particular characteristics of the target group, for example age, gender and ethnicity. Strong applications should also explain how the target group will be recruited and engaged for the lifespan of the project 
· Demonstrate if and how there has been, or will be collaboration with local statutory healthcare providers or community groups.  Providing evidence or letters of support are encouraged.
· Provide supporting evidence and statistics detailing the need, i.e. what evidence can you provide which clearly demonstrates the need for this project in this area?   What are the health indicators which prove this project is required?
· Include robust evaluation procedures, i.e. measure your impact. Projects should build in metrics so the outcomes which show an improvement in the health inequality are clear at the end of the project. For example, if a project aims to raise awareness on a particular health issue through workshops, strong applications would not only record the number of people in attendance but also other outcomes, such as attitude and behavioural changes in the target group.  

· Allude to what will happen once this funding finishes.  It helps to show that there has been some thinking about if the project will/needs to continue and if so, how this might be sustained.

We also encourage applicants to:

· Demonstrate an innovative approach to addressing the health inequality. Health inequalities often arise because certain groups are inadequately supported by existing healthcare arrangements. Therefore, innovative responses may be essential in addressing these inequalities, and we particularly encourage applications which propose such innovation. This could mean, for example, using technology to improve health outcomes, integrating healthcare with other activities, or establishing new partnerships with health-related or non-health-related organisations. 

· Strive to have a direct and beneficial impact on the target group. 

These criteria provide a guide as to the quality of an application.  The decisions as to which projects will receive funding are taken by an external and independent board. Hence, applications which fail to meet some of the above criteria may still be awarded funding, while others which meet all of the criteria may not. 

Finally, and most importantly, tell us your story.  Try to bring your project to life for us, ensuring you provide ALL the information required to help the Board understand what it is you are trying to do, how and why.  Remember - the people reading your submission know nothing about your project.  
Be clear, concise and compelling.

There are three application deadlines a year: for 2012, they are: 
· Wednesday 18th January

· Wednesday 30th May

· Wednesday 5th September

The Board will make funding decision approximately four weeks after each deadline.  Applicants will be informed of that decision shortly thereafter. 

 

Further information can be found on the Pfizer UK website, www.pfizer.co.uk/OurResponsibility. There is also further guidance for applicants on the second page of the attached application form.   Pfizer colleagues can access relevant pages on PfizerWorld UK under supporting UK communities.
 

Completed applications should be forwarded to pfizerukfoundation@pfizer.com.

Please note if you have been successful in securing a grant previously, we cannot accept another submission from your organisation until a funding year has passed and a full year project evaluation has been received.  Then, your application must be for a new project or for new aspects of the existing project.  Funding cannot be considered for extensions of previously funded projects. 
We hope the above is helpful.  If you do have any additional queries or questions, please do not hesitate to call us on 01737 330713 or 01737 332166.
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